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~ ^(f. A method for implementing a limited-use credit card system, the method 
comprising: 

allocating a limited-use credit card number; 

associating the limited-use credit card number with a customer account number and 
a set of conditions; 

issuing the limited-use credit card number; 

detecting a transaction using the limited-use credit card number; and 
processing the transaction in accordance with the set of conditions associated with 
limited-use credit card number. 

M. The method of claim further comprising: 

allocating additional limited-use credit card numbers upon a customer request 
and/or an event trigger. 

yl. The method of claim ^4 wherein the event trigger is the use of more than a preset 
amount of limited-use credit card numbers. 

!p>. The method of claim ifi wherein processing the transaction comprises: 

authorizing or denying the transaction by comparing the transaction to the set of 
conditions associated with the limited-use credit card number; 
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determining whether a limited-use event has occurred; and 
deactivating the limited-use credit card number based on the limited-use event 
and/or the set of conditions associated with limited-use credit card number. 

3ji. The method of claim ^$ further comprising: 

assigning another limited-use credit card number in response to deactivating the 
limited-use credit card number; and 

associating said other limited-use credit card number with the customer account 
number. 




3j5. The method of claim ^6 further comprising: 

maintaining a queue of available limited-use credit card numbers; and 
assigning the limited-use credit card number from the queue. 

51 }< 

3/5. The method of claim 3fi, wherein issuing the limited-use credit card number 
comprises: 

downloading the limited-use credit card number to a user. 




3^. The method of claim ^6, wherein the limited-use credit card number is encrypted 
prior to downloading. 
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^6. The method of claim 3fi, wherein issuing the limited-use credit card number 
comprises: 

mailing the limited-use credit card number to a user. 

3j6>. The method of claim 3j6 further comprising: 

notifying a user about parameters of the limited-use credit card system. 

j6. The method of claim 3,0, wherein the user is notified via e-mail. 

4^. The method of claim 39, wherein the parameters of the limited-use credit card 
system comprise records of limited-use and other card transactions. 

fll. The method of claim $6, wherein the parameters of the limited-use credit card 
system comprise use of the limited-use credit card number in a credit card transaction. 

«( ft 

The method of claim wherein the parameters of the limited-use credit card 

system comprise a number of limited-use credit card number available to the user. 

<y£ The method of claim ^wherein the set of conditions are defined by a user of the 
limited-use credit card. 
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45. The method of claim ^4, wherein the set of conditions limits the use of the limited- 
use credit card number to a pre-defined user limit. 

4j6. The method of claim 44, wherein the set of conditions limits the use of the limited- 
use credit card number to a particular merchant. 

j?T. The method of claim 4fi, wherein the particular merchant is selected from a 
predetermined list of merchants and/or category of merchants. 

Aji. The method of claim ^wherein the particular merchant is prearranged by the user. 

The method of claim 4jt, wherein the set of conditions limits the use of the limited- 
use credit card number to a single transaction for a maximum transaction value for a single 
purpose. 

5p. The method of claim ^4, wherein the set of conditions limits the use of the limited- 
use credit card number to a set number of transactions for a maximum transaction value 
within a set time. 
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fj/l . The method of claim 4/f , wherein the set of conditions limits the use of the limited- 
use credit card number to a single purpose. 

f* \ Hp- 

j£ The methcx^of claim 4^f, wherein the set of conditions comprise at least one of the 

group consisting of transaction value conditions, time of transaction conditions, number of 
transactions conditions, frequency of transactions conditions, and purpose of transaction 
conditions, merchant type condiu^ps, and geographical conditions. 

5j&. The method of claim 3$, further comprising: 

dispensing a credit card containing the limited-use credit card number. 

The metlihd of claim $A , wherein an automated teller machine dispenses the credit 
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The credit card system ot\:laim ^l, wherein dispensing the credit card comprises: 
printing out an indication ofsthe limited-use credit card number for delivery to a 



user. 



5f>. The method of claim 3jS \ further comprising: 
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dispensing the limited-use credit card number to a user via a telecommunications 



system. 




^1 The method o^claim 5/f, wherein the telecommunications system comprises a 




pager. 




5ft. The method of claim whefcein the telecommunications system comprises a 
mobile phone. 

ft & 

5}f. The method of claim 3# further comprising: 

initiating the transaction using the limited-use credit card number via a 
telecommunications system. 

he method of claim yf, wherein the telecommunications system comprises a 
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(A. The method of claim 5jf, wheren^the telecommunications system comprises a 



mobile phone. 
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